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NUISANCES

“The following information regarding “condemnation” has heen ahstracted from the 2006 International
Property Maintenance code.

SECTION 108
UNSAFE STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT

108.1 General. When a stiucture or equipment 13 found by the
code official to be unsafe, or when a structure is found unfit for |
human cccupancy, or is found unlawful, such structure shall be |
condemned pursuant to the provisions of this code.

108.1.1 Unsafe structures. An unsafe structure 13 one that 5
13 found to be dangerous to the life, health, property or safety
of the public or the occupants of the structure by not provid-
ing minimumn safeguards to protect or warn occupants in the
event of fire, or because such structure contains unsafe
equipment or s so damaged, decayed, dilapidated, structor-
ally unsafe or of such faulty construction or unstable foun- |
dation, that partial or complete collapse is possible.

108.1.2 Unsafe equipment. Unsafe equipment includes
any beiler, heating equipment, elevator, moving stairway,
electrical wiring or device, flammable liguid containers or
other egquipment on the premises or within the structure
which is in such disrepair or condition that such equipment
iz a hazard to life, health, property or safety of the public or
occupants of the premises or structure.

108.1.3 Structure unfit for human occupancy. A structure
iz unfit for human occupancy whenever the code official
finds that such structure is unsafe, unlawful or, because of
the degree to which the structure is in disrepair or lacks
maintenance, is insamitary, vermin or rat infested. contains
filth and contamination. or lacks ventilation, 1llumination,
sanitary or heating facilities or other essential equipment re-
guired by this code, or because the location of the structure
constitutes a hazard to the occupants of the structure or to
the public.



108.2 Closing of vacant structures. If the structure is vacant
and unfit for human habitation and cccupancy, and is not in
danger of structural collapse, the code official is authorized to
post a placard of condemnation cn the premises and order the
structure closed up so as not to be an attractive nuisance. Upeon
failure of the owner to close up the premises within the time
specified in the order, the code official shall cause the premises
to be closed and secured through any available public agency or
by contract or arrangement by private persons and the cost
thereof shall be charged against the real estate upon which the
structure is located and shall be a lien upon such real estate and
may be collected by any other legal resource.

109.1 Imminent danger. When, in the cpinion ofthe code offi-
cial, there 13 imminent danger of failure or collapse of a build-
ing or structure which endangers life, or when any strueture or
part of a structure has fallen and life is endangered by the oceu-
pation of the structure, or when there is actual or potential dan-
ger to the building cecupants or those in the proximity of any
structure because of explosives, explosive fumes or vapors or
the presence of toxic fumes, gases or materials. or operation of
defective or dangerons equipment, the code official is hereby
autherized and empowered to order and require the occupants
to vacate the premises forthwith. The code official shall canse
to be posted at each entrance to such structure a notice reading
as follows: “This Structure Is Unsafe and Its Occupancy Has
Been Prohibited by the Code Official ™ It shall be unlawful for
any persen to enter such structure except for the purpose of se-
curing the structure, making the required repairs, removing the
hazardous condition or of demolishing the same.

SECTION 110
DEMOLITION

110.1 General. The code official shall order the owner of any
premises upon which is located any structure, which in the code
official’s judgment is so old, dilapidated or has become zo out

ofrepanr as to be dangerons, nnsate, msamtary or otherwise un-
fit for human habitation or occupancy. and such that it 1s unrea-
sonable to repair the strueture, to demoelish and remove such
structure; or if such structure is capable of being made safe by
repairs, to repair and make safe and sanitary or to demolish and
remove at the owner’s option; or where there has been a cessa-
tien of normal construction of any structure for a period of
more than two years, to demoelish and remove such structuge.

110.3 Failure to comply. If the owner of a premises fails to
comply with a demelition order within the time prescribed, the
code official shall cause the structure to be demolished and re-
moved, either through an available public agency or by contract
or arrangement with private persons, and the cost of such de-
molition and removal shall be charged against the real estate
upon which the structure is located and shall be a lien upon such
real estate.

3102.7 Accessory structures. All accessory structures, includ-
ing detached garages. fences and walls, shall be maintained

structurally sound and in good repair. ‘



